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BIOGRAPHY 
Krista Wilson is a speculative fiction, fantasy and freelance writer 
from Melbourne, Australia. Now delving into the worlds of 
science-fiction, Krista is excited to be writing for The Doctor Who 
Project. She has also recently been published in the 50th 
Anniversary edition of Whotopia magazine. Krista writes for a 
number of online and print publications, primarily on the subject 
of spirituality and justice issues. She is inspired by the mystery of 
the universe and of our place within it - themes that inform so 
much of her writing. You can find out more about Krista’s work 
at www.krista-wilson.com or follow her on Twitter 
@kristaleewilson. 
 
INTERVIEW 
How and when did you get interested in Doctor Who? 
I didn’t grow up watching Doctor Who and am ashamed to admit 
that I dismissed it out of hand. It is interesting then that I actively 
encouraged my daughter to watch a few episodes. I wanted her 
to give it the chance that I never did. I wanted her to experience 
the excitement that many of my friends had for Doctor Who 
when I was growing up. 
 
By chance, I caught the last few minutes of Journey’s End one 
night. I watched the Doctor sacrifice his own desires - for Rose 
and the meta-crisis Doctor. I watched him lose his best friend 
when he erased Donna’s memories.  I watched the Doctor return 
to the TARDIS, alone once more. Then I turned off the TV, found 
my husband and told him, “I finally get it”. 
 
What is it about Doctor Who that appeals to you? 
The power and scope of the Doctor Who mythology, definitely. 
There is literally all of time and space for good stories to take 
place. And at the centre of it all stands the Doctor and his 
TARDIS, a character who has taken on a number of archetypal 
figures - the Hero, the Trickster, the Mentor and perhaps most 
uniquely, the Shape-shifter. Doctor Who celebrates the triumph 
of intelligence, tolerance and creative thinking over brute force 
and baser instincts. What’s not to like! 
 
What is it about writing that appeals to you? 

I’ve always been an avid reader. Growing up, there was nothing I 
enjoyed more than disappearing into the pages of a book and 
letting them take me to wondrous and exciting places. My goal 
as a writer is to be able to create those experiences for others.  

 
How and when did you get interested in writing? 
I wrote my first book when I was six. It was called The Secret 
Treasure and I was thrilled when my teacher bound the pages 
with legal tape - because as you know, the binding makes it a 
real book! Haha. In all seriousness though, I guess I’ve always 
been interested in writing. It has only been in the last few years 
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however that I’ve taken an active and committed approach to it. 
Now I write almost every day.  

 
Do you have a favorite Doctor Who story, and if so, why? 
I’m still working my way through the Doctor Who classic 
television series so haven’t yet begun my adventures with Doctor 
Who books.  

 
Do you have a favorite Doctor Who author, and if so, why? 
I’m looking forward to finding out! 

 
Do you have a favorite non-Doctor Who author, and if so, why? 
I’d be hard pressed to choose just one. Among my favourites are 
Neil Gaiman, Robert Jordan, Brandon Sanderson, Tad Williams, 
Stephen King, David Eddings and William Shakespeare.  

 
How and when did you become involved in The Doctor Who 
Project?  Were you aware of TDWP before you decided to 
contribute to it? 
I can’t remember how I came to find TDWP. All I know is that a 
fire was lit under me when I saw the call for submissions.  I only 
had a couple of weeks to put together an outline from scratch in 
order to meet the deadline. There was no question for me. I 
knew I wanted to do this. 
 
What is it that attracted you to the Project and why did you 
choose to write for TDWP? 
The level of professionalism by everyone involved in TDWP was 
what attracted me. There is plenty of Doctor Who fan fiction out 
there. Some of it is truly brilliant and some of it less so. (I mean, I 
love Ten and Jack too but really??!) Some of the best fan fiction I 
have read has been by TWDP authors and I really wanted to 
submit my ideas to the Project for that reason. 
 
When writing Evolution, were you asked to include any special 
elements in your story at the request of the Editors, or were you 
basically left alone and to get on with writing the story? 
I was given free reign really. The only elements I needed to 
specifically include were related to Val and Tom’s relationship. 
The team have been working quite hard on that story arc and on 
making sure that each writer was able to advance the story in a 
way that worked for the overall vision.  
 
Where did you get the inspiration to write Evolution? 
There were a number of story ideas that got pitched to my 
husband. The reason I tossed out so many of them though was 
because I’d find out later that they had themes already explored 
by other TDWP authors! *shakes fist at John-Gordon Swogger* 
 
Right now I seem to have an inclination towards psychological 
drama. I found myself playing with themes of memory loss and 
hallucination and kept asking myself what would happen if the 
Doctor had reason to doubt his own reality. How far might he 
go? What is he capable of? How much is he willing to risk? And 
for what? 
 

How did you find writing for a non-television Doctor? Did you 
find it a challenge? 
The most difficult part about writing for the Tenth TDWP Doctor 
was being unfamiliar with his characterisation. Many aspects of 
the Doctor’s character, such as curiosity, wit, intelligence and a 
commitment to non-violence are constant. These are things that 
I drew on heavily to predict the Doctor’s behaviour under 
pressure and I can only hope I did this justice. 
 
On television however, there is the benefit of being intimately 
familiar with the characterisation that each actor has brought to 
the role. Whether it is Matt Smith’s death stare, William 
Hartnell’s stroppy “Hmm?” or David Tennant’s earlobe tugging, 
each actor has given the Doctor a series of behaviours that adds 
a new layer of authenticity to the role. Having not been so well 
acquainted with the Tenth TDWP Doctor I found myself scanning 
previous TDWP publications for these little gems. In the end 
though, I just had to go with my gut instinct.  
 
Can you tell us anything about your story?  For example, can 
you tell us where and/or when your story is set?  Why did you 
choose this?  
The beauty of writing Doctor Who for print is in the freedom 
from budgets. Choosing a setting other than Earth really 
appealed to me for that reason. I chose to set my story on a 
planet I called Satrigon and this allowed me to play with vivid 
colours, unusual creatures and alien landscapes. I also spent a 
fair bit of time trying to figure out the right year in which to set 
the story. While I didn’t make specific reference to my reasons 
for this, I really wanted to make sure the timing was consistent 
with the Doctor Who chronology. No one might ever pick up the 
vague parallels that I drew, but for myself I still needed to make 
sure that this story could easily fit into the Whoniverse timeline 
and still make sense.  

 
What was your biggest challenge in writing your story? 
Plot holes! Isn’t it always? That’s the difficulty with sci-fi. You’re 
inventing some crazy machine or new ability that you have to 
make work consistently under all circumstances. There is nothing 
worse than breaking your own rules. There were a couple of 
times while editing my work that all of a sudden… Waaaaaaah - 
I’d fall straight into a plot hole. I was lucky though. Somehow, I 
managed to find solutions and link those back to material I’d 
written earlier in the story. Still not sure how I pulled that off. 
Phew! 
 
What do you hope your story adds to the mythos of TDWP and 
to Season 39? 
I really wanted to explore the Doctor’s constant struggle with 
making moral choices. Aside from creating a planet and another 
alien race for the series, I really wanted to add a darker 
dimension to the Doctor. I wanted to create uncertainty and to 
subtly explore his fears while still retaining the Doctor’s mystery. 
I also hope that my story adds some very important dimension to 
Val and Tom’s relationship. 



What do you think makes a good story, or a good Doctor Who 
story? 
Much is written about conflict, structure and characterisation. A 
good story has to have all of these things and of course, so does 
Doctor Who. For me though, it is the characters that compel me 
the most. I want the excitement of space and time travel. I want 
monsters, the threats and the villains. But most of all I want to 
see how all these things affect the Doctor and the people closest 
to him.  
 
A good Doctor Who story fills us with wonder when we see the 
magnificence of the universe through a companion’s eyes. We 
feel pain when the Doctor endures burdens that others might 
shun. We feel loss when things go horribly wrong. Good Doctor 
Who stories give us all of these things, even while keeping us 
wanting to know more about the Doctor. He is a mystery. And 
who doesn’t love a good mystery?  
 
What do you think makes TDWP different to other Doctor Who 
fan fiction series? 
I haven’t been able to find any other Doctor Who fan fiction 
series that is so well organised. Everything else I have managed 
to find is either a short-lived series written by one or two people 
or a large fan fiction site with hundreds of contributors. The 
latter makes is difficult to find good stories. The most notable 
difference to me is that TDWP adheres to a niche vision with 
planned story arcs. 
 
TDWP celebrates its 15th Anniversary in 2014.  Were you aware 
of this before joining TDWP?   
No, I didn’t know this! And unfortunately I was overseas when 
the deadline for submitting story outlines for the 15th 
Anniversary season rolled around. Ah, well. 
 
Even as a new contributor, you’re probably aware that the 
Editors have decided to cease publishing TDWP in 2014.  What 
was your reaction upon hearing this? 
My first reaction? It was, “Oh, bugger! And just when I was 
getting excited too”.  
 
I’m always trying to find and create different writing projects for 
myself. TDWP has allowed me to indulge in two of my great 
loves, writing and Doctor Who. I’m really not keen on writing fan
-fiction unless it is my best work. I don’t want to write “one-
shots”, (whatever on earth they are!), and slap it up on a website 
somewhere. I’ll miss TDWP and the opportunity that the Project 
has given people like me who love to write Doctor Who with the 
care and attention that the mythology deserves. 
 
Do you think there’s still a market for TDWP adventures? 
I’d like to think so. I guess it really depends on whether people 
are still willing to give non-televised Doctors a chance now that 
Doctor Who has returned to our screens. I’m inclined to think 
that there will always be a market for good stories. 
 
Is there a story you’d like the opportunity to write for TDWP? 

I’m sure I could come up with one! 
 

If TDWP came back, would you write for the project again? 
Unless I’m writing for the BBC then yes, I most certainly would 
write for TDWP again! Haha.  
 
Overall, how has your experience been with contributing/
writing for TDWP? 
Brilliant. It was a lot of fun and challenging in all the right places. 
I had helpful feedback during the editing process and I feel that 
this gave me the opportunity to improve both my story and my 
writing. 
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