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STORY 12D ▪  REFLECTIVE DISSONANCE 

BIOGRAPHY 
Lynn has written twice before for TDWP, Season 37’s The 
Wanderer and Season 39’s Reflective Dissonance.  She has mostly 
written fan fiction in the Torchwood and Doctor Who fandoms, 
where she won two Children of Time awards, one for her first 
foray into the Whoniverse, and a second for a humour story for a 
writing challenge on Livejournal.  Most of her writing can be 
found there or on Archive of Our Own, and when she looks back 
on all the stories she has written she wonders when her life got 
sucked into the Black Hole of Fandom because it sure seems like 
she’s been living there forever.   Or maybe it’s just that time has 
no meaning there, which would be just fine with her. 
 
INTERVIEW 
This is your second time writing for THE DOCTOR WHO 
PROJECT.  What keeps you returning year after year?  
It’s the challenge.  Writing within a certain universe and within 
guidelines is a stretch that really makes things challenging.  And I 
do love a challenge. 
 
What do you think makes TDWP different to other Doctor Who 
fan fiction series?  Is it this difference why you continue to write 
for the Project? 
I think I find myself enjoying the fact that it doesn’t follow 
current canon.  Yes, I do enjoy the new series but there’s just 
something about playing around with a Doctor no one has seen 
before and has been specifically created for the TDWP universe.   
 
As you’ve contributed to TDWP numerous times, you obviously 
enjoy writing for the Project? 
Oh, yes.  It’s a lot of fun! 
 
As a long-time contributor, how have you found working with 
the TDWP Editors over the years? 
The editors are great!  They’re really helpful and won’t let me get 
away with stuff!  *laughs* 
 
What is your opinion on the method the TDWP Editors employ 
to solicit stories (i.e. asking writers to submit a story outline)?  
Do you think this process scares away potential writers? 

I think it make sense because while I know there are fantastic 
ideas out there, they might not fit in with what the editors want 
to do.  And, if anyone really wants to write, then they would 
accept the solicitation process as their first challenge.    
 
The TDWP Editors have often commented that they find it 
difficult to attract new writers to the project.  Why do you think 
might be the reasons for this?  Do you think the project’s high 
standards, its longevity, or maybe even its extensive back-
catalogue could play a factor? 
I’m not sure.   Maybe it’s the same thing that makes it – for me – 



such fun to write…the fact that it’s unfamiliar.  That it doesn’t 
follow what RTD and Moffat have done.  Which is really a good 
thing if people stop to think about it. And, if anything, its 
longevity proves that the process works.   
 
Bearing the above in mind, as a long-time TDWP contributor, 
what would you say to writers who might be interested in 
contributing to TDWP? 
I’d say they should give it a shot, because if you want to be any 
sort of writer you need to stretch yourself away from the familiar 
and into new territory. 
 
You’ve written for two TDWP Doctors and various companions 
over the years; is there a particular Doctor or companion or 
team that you’ve preferred writing for? 
Oh, not really.  Although I do have a soft spot for Val and Tom, 
because they were the first I wrote for and I feel a connection to 
them.   
 
Of all of the stories you’ve contributed to TDWP, is there one 
you’re the most proud of? 
I’m proud of both.  The first because it was my first (and I can 
really tell!) and I’d never thought to try something like it before.  
The second one because it got me to write something that was 
just a bit out of my comfort zone. 
 
When writing Reflective Dissonance, were you asked to include 
any special elements in your story at the request of the Editors, 
or were you basically left alone and to get on with writing the 
story? 
No, I did have to add some elements to it, but I loved working 
them into the actual story. 
 
What inspired you to write Reflective Dissonance? 
Well, to be honest…I had a friend who had this mirror that she 
swore was haunted.   I didn’t believe her until one day…well, let’s 
just say it was my first brush with the paranormal and it scared 
the crap out of me!  So, the idea of people being on just the 
other side of the glass is a powerful one for me. 
 
Can you tell us anything about your story?  For example, can 
you tell us where and/or when your story is set?   Why did you 
choose this?  
It’s set on the planet Corian, in the future.  I love writing alien 
worlds, because it lets me do a bit of world-building.  I’m a big 
fan of science shows that try to explain what aliens might look 
like, and my imagination just goes to that sort of thing. 
 
What was your biggest challenge in writing your story? 
Cutting out all the world-building I actually wanted to do!  I had 
pages and pages of notes and not even a third got included.   
 
What do you hope your story adds to the mythos of TDWP and 
to Season 39?  
I hope it builds on Tom and Val’s relationship and their time on 
the TARDIS, because they really are two of my favorite  

 
 
characters. 
 
What do you think makes a good story, or a good Doctor Who 
story?  
Lots and lots of imagination!  Doctor Who has, over the years, 
run on what I like to think of as pure imagination.   Oh, and fun.  
You can’t have a good Doctor Who story without it being fun.   
 
TDWP celebrates its 15th Anniversary in 2014.  Are you surprised 
TDWP has lasted that long? 
Not really.  When you have a good thing it has a tendency to 
hang around.   
 
Do you think TDWPs longevity has helped or hindered the 
project? 
Helped it, definitely.   
 
How do you think TDWP has changed since you first got 
involved? 
No, not really, but then I am a relative newcomer to the project. 
 
Do you have a favorite TDWP story and/or writer? 
Oh, I can’t choose!  Everyone brings something special to each 
story, and choosing just seems to be all sorts of wrong.   
 



Do you have a favorite TDWP Doctor and/or companion? 
Tom and Val, of course.  They were my first, after all, and you 
always have a soft spot for your first. 
 
As a long time contributor, you’re obviously aware that the 
Editors have decided to cease publishing TDWP in 2014.  What 
was your reaction upon hearing this? 
I think it’s a shame, but I trust the editors to know when it’s time 
to move on.  Still, it’s really too bad especially since we just 
celebrated the 50th anniversary. 
 
Do you think there’s still a market for TDWP adventures? 
I do, yes.  
 
Is there still a story you’d like to write for TDWP? 
Yes, I have this one about time travelling assassins I’d quite like 
to try… 
 
If TDWP came back, would you write for the project again? 
Oh yes I’d love to! 
 
If TDWP came back and you were appointed Editor, what 
direction would you take the project in, or like to see the project 
tackle? 
Oh, that’s a hard one!  I do love the idea of a season-long story 
arc again though. 

 
Overall, how has your experience been with contributing/
writing for THE DOCTOR WHO PROJECT? 
It’s been fantastic.  Nothing can compare to it, really. 
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