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BIOGRAPHY 
Richard was born in Thames Ditton, Surrey, England in 1971 but 
grew up in Cincinnati, Ohio.  Growing up in the USA he was 
blissfully unaware of Doctor Who until he discovered the Target 
novels in a local bookshop in the mid-80s.  Six months after 
discovering the books he discovered the television series when 
the local PBS started broadcasting Pertwee stories.  He’s been a 
fan ever since and has gone on to be actively involved in local 
Ohio fandom writing for several fanzines and volunteering at 
local sci-fi conventions.  Jon Pertwee and Tom Baker are his 
favorite Doctors, while his favorite episodes include: “Spearhead 
From Space, The Daemons, The Talons of Weng-Chiang” and 
“Warrior’s Gate”.  He began writing fiction in the mid-1990s and 
Lexicon is his first story for The Doctor Who Project. 
 
INTERVIEW 
How and when did you get interested in Doctor Who? 
Well, unlike many Who fans, I discovered the books first before 
the television series.  I grew up in America in the 80s and the 
only avenue for Doctor Who was via PBS.  Our local PBS station 
wasn’t showing Doctor Who but I was aware of it as I was an avid 
reader of Starlog magazine.  One day my mother took me to our 
local bookstore and I came across six Doctor Who novels – sadly 
now I don’t remember which ones they were.  After pestering 
my mother she finally relented and bought me a copy of the 
books.  I devoured them in a few days and got my Dad to pick me 
up several other novels the next week.  About six months after 
reading those first novels, our PBS station finally began showing 
Doctor Who so I naturally tuned in.  I think the first story I saw 
was Spearhead From Space.  I loved it and from then on I was 
hooked. 
 
What is about Doctor Who that appeals to you? 
The fact that you can travel anywhere in time and space which 
affords an unlimited number of story possibilities.  It’s original, 
highly imaginative and there’s nothing else like it on TV. 
 
How and when did you get interested in writing? 
I’d written for fanzines for several years, mainly articles and the 
odd bit of fiction – nothing spectacular or ground-breaking mind 

you, but I always liked the idea of creating your own words, 
plots, situations.  I think it was around 2000 when I started 
thinking I should get serious about my writing and took a 
Creative Writing class at my local college.  I enjoyed it so 
tremendously, I took more courses and just started writing more 
and more. 
 
What is it about writing that appeals to you? 
As I said above, I love the idea of creating your own words, plots, 
situations; just being able to create something from start to 
finish. 



Do you have a favorite Doctor Who story, and if so, why? 
Oh gosh yes!  Far too many to mention, but if I had to nominate 
a few it would include: “Spearhead From Space, The Daemons, 
The Talons of Weng-Chiang, The Hand of Fear, Warrior’s Gate” – 
I could go on. 
 
Do you have a favorite Doctor Who author, and if so, why? 
Terrance Dicks without a doubt.  My finest memory is the Image 
of the Fendahl novelization. It sure was the shortest of them all, 
but what Uncle Terrance packed into it was breathtaking! From 
that moment, I just wanted to write Doctor Who! 
 
Do you have a favorite non-Doctor Who author, and if so, why? 
Again, like Doctor Who episodes, far too many.  I read all sorts of 
fiction so probably, Iain Banks, Agatha Christie, Ruth Rendell, 
Isaac Asimov… the list goes on. 
 
How and when did you become involved in The Doctor Who 
Project?  Were you aware of TDWP before you decided to 
contribute to it? 
I’d been reading the project for a couple of years and enjoyed 
the stories I’d read.  I’d been writing fiction for a few years and 
when the opportunity came up to submit story outlines for 
Season 39 I decided it was time I bit the bullet and submit a few 
ideas.  Unfortunately, the editors didn’t like the ideas I submitted 
but they were impressed with the samples of my writing I 
included.  One of their writers wasn’t able to complete their 
story [Ed. Will Hadcroft] and Bob asked me if I’d be interested in 
completing the story.  Of course I jumped at the chance and the 
rest as they say is history. 
 
What is it that attracted you to the Project and why did you 
choose to write for TDWP? 
I’d been a fan of the stories for some time and as I’d previously 
said, I finally got up the courage to submit some ideas.  I was 
intrigued with the process of submitting story outlines and 
impressed by how I was treated by the editors overall.  They 
seemed like a really cool bunch of people and I wanted to work 
with them and the project. 
 
When writing Lexicon, were you asked to include any special 
elements in your story at the request of the Editors, or were you 
basically left alone to get on with writing the story? 
Basically I was left to my own devices, though there is a plot 
point regarding Tom and Val which I shan't expose here that 
needed to be focused on for a time which points to the future. 
Trust me, it'll be great! 
 
Where did you get the inspiration to write Lexicon? 
Without spoiling it, it's the idea of what lengths people will go to 
in order to survive in extreme circumstances. Some curl up and 
let events wash them away, while others stand up and face 
annihilation for their beliefs. Some of that is in my story. 
 
How did you find writing for a non-televised Doctor?  Did you 
find it a challenge? 

I enjoyed the challenge to be honest, but basically no matter 
which incarnation of the Doctor you’re writing for there are basic 
traits that are common overall.  I liked how TDWPs tenth was a 
bit tetchy and that he doesn’t always call his companions by their 
first name. 
 
Can you tell us anything about your story?  For example, can 
you tell us where and/or when your story is set?  Why did you 
choose this? 
It's set somewhere in the future, on an alien planet, but with 
recognizable situations and people. I could've populated with 
plant creatures from Varg, but that's a harder idea to sell than 
compelling human characters the reader can recognize. 
 
What was your biggest challenge in writing your story? 
The first draft of it was pretty rough. I got a lot of notes back 
from the editors, some of which I disagreed with, but most I did, 
in hindsight. Taking criticism, especially with regards to your own 
writing, can be hard, but it is necessary. My story won't win a 
Pulitzer, but thanks to the help and suggestions from the 
editorial team, the final version is closer to my vision. 
 
What do you hope your story adds to the mythos of TDWP and 
to Season 39? 
It deepens the relationship between the three leads. Old 
loyalties are questioned in a testing environment, and new 
realizations dawn. 
 
What do you think makes a good Doctor Who story? 
A great central idea helps. Compelling characters, drawn into a 
plot that gallops along. A bit of moral ambiguity about motives 
and outcomes can also spice the plot up. The world isn't black 
and white, and neither should all Doctor Who stories be like that. 
 
What do you think makes TDWP different to other Doctor Who 
fan fiction series? 
Are there any other fan fiction series? I see a lot of people 
mumbling about script writing on all the forums, but they've got 
a snowflakes chance in Hades of every getting anything 
produced! Fiction is fiction – all the plot and characterization is 
right there on the page for you – it's such an immersive thing, 
way more even than the TV series. 
 
TDWP celebrates its 15th Anniversary in 2014.  Were you aware 
of this before joining TDWP? 
No I wasn’t.  It's testament to Bob's stamina and willpower and 
sheer bloody-mindedness. That's a remarkable length of time 
which stands testament to his hard graft over so long. I take my 
hat off to him! One of the unsung heroes of Doctor Who, to be 
frank. 
 
Even as a new contributor, you’re probably aware that the 
Editors have decided to cease publishing TDWP in 2014.  What 
was your reaction upon hearing this? 
Dismay, to be honest. But let's face facts. Publishing is hard grind 
– it requires long hours of being inside your head. I can imagine 



asking for submissions, corralling writers, and basically bashing 
stories into shape takes its toll. Who knows, maybe TDWP will be 
back in the future once all involved have had time to sit back and 
refresh. 
 
Do you think there’s still a market for TDWP adventures? 
Absolutely.  I think the project is something unique in fandom 
and I hope more fans will become aware of it and start reading 
the stories. 
 
Is there a story you’d like the opportunity to write for TDWP? 
I'd like to hope so. There are always ideas sloshing around inside 
my head. Hopefully TDWP will come back bigger and better! 
 
If TDWP came back, would you write for the Project again? 
For sure! 
 
Overall, how has your experience been with contributing/
writing for TDWP? 
Overwhelmingly positive.  I had a thoroughly enjoyable time 
working with the editors.  Definitely one of the most positive 
experiences I’ve had in my writing career. 
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